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3.5 TECHNICAL AND YOCATIONAL EDUCATION

Mr. Moses E. Inyang-Abia

echnical and vocational education refers
to formalized systematic learning proc-
esses which are designed to shone up
individual skills, knowledge, attitudes and mor-
als so that the person can fit neatly into gainful
employment, within recognized occupational
groupings as semi-skilled workers, skilled tech-
nicians or paraprofessionals in specific occupa-
tions. The type of education which is relevant to
a specific job or career or which refers to courses
in craft-skills can be generally categorized as tech-
nical and vocational. Therefore this type of edu-
cation includes those related to agriculture, dis-
tributive trade, home economics, health, plumb-
ing, shoe making and mending, printing, trade
and industries, business of typing, shorthand and
office practice, technical activities and technol-
ogy. Others include radio and television servic-
ing, textile works, sculpturing, blacksmithing, car-
pentry, carving, fashion designing, dyeing, cater-
ing weaving, hairdressing, mechanical works,
boat building among numerous other practical
subjects. In the past, technical or vocational edu-
cation was seen as a dead-end. It required nei-
ther degrees nor diplomas but skills to perform
the job to an acceptable level of satisfaction. But
currently diplomas and degrees in vocational re-
lated and technical-oriented courses are encour-
aged through the polytechnics, colleges of tech-
nology, the National Technical Teachers” College
(NTTC) and Universities of Technology. The Na-
tional Board for Technical Education (NBTE) over-
sees in Nigeria the technical and vocational edu-
cation programmes. The board examines, restruc-
tures and gives accreditation to technical and vo-
cational programmes in the various related
schools, colleges and universities.
In Nigeria generally and in Akwa Ibom State
in particular, technical and vocational education
is provided through:

(@ the prevocational and vocational
schools many of which are widely
scattered in the state

(b)  the post-primary institutions e.g. trade
and technical schools and technical
colleges

@ the polytechnic e.g. Akwa Ibom State
Polytechnic, Ikot Osurua

(d)  the college of technical teacher edu-
cation (none yet in Akwa Ibom State)

(e universities of technology (none yet
in Akwa Ibom State). .

The purpose of this chapter is to examine
technical and vocational education in Akwa Ibom
State and recommend some ways of improving
the system.

Traditional Technical - Vocational Educa-
tion: Technical - Vocational education is indig--
enous to Akwa Ibom State. It did not come with
the arrival of Western education in the 1840’s. '
Training and practice in the traditional technica
vocational education spanned from infanCy
through adulthood. Apprenticeship was the
mode of training. Every adult was supposed to
be meaningfully engaged in productive activities
that had both social and economic rewards.

The traditional technical-vocational educa-
tion as then practised by the people had much
importance attached to it. It was collective and
social in nature, especially among the occupa-
tional groupings. An intimate tie with the social,
material and spiritual wellbeing of the individual
was important. That is perhaps one reason why
our traditional leaders and indigenous blacksmith
still call upon their ancestral experts to assist in
times of occupational difficulties. The traditional
technical-vocation education was also gradual,
emphasized progressive acquisition of the related
skills, conforming to the stages of the mental
physical and emotional development of the
young apprentice.

Intellectual skills and technical/vocational
education were interwoven. Children were di-
rectly taught the local and family history, heroic
deeds of their ancestors, local proverbs, puns,
folklores and human relations along with the tech-
nical and vocational skills in agriculture, weav-
ing, black-smithing, house building and mend-
ing, carving, textile works among others. All
these notwithstanding, certain traditional occu-
pations that required apprenticeship were family
membership exclusive. They were taught and
practised on family lineage. For example, the
secrets in traditional medicine including bone-
mending and circumcision were jealously
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guarded by and taught to the family members.
The weaving and kneating of special dresses such
as the “Ekpe cloth, the “Ukad” and “Ikpiya”
were exclusive to members of the Ekpe and other
related cults. Hair-dressing, body painting, gen-
eral weaving among others were vocations ex-
clusively for women; so also were garri process-
ing and pottery.

Traditional training in agriculture and fish-
ing as vocations included climatology, local ge-
ography, mathematics, religion and technology.
For example, the direction and location of any
particular piece of land was learnt and known
with mathematical precision using specific land
marks. Accurate determination of the type and
direction of wind and the cloud was essential to
the farmers when burning the bush and to the
fisherman when going to the sea so also were the
gods associated with particular activities. How to
appease them was an exclusive prerogative of
the priests. The gentle wind “Ofim- usuk usuk”
was excellent for the fisherman and the farmer
for going to sea and burning the bush respec-
tively. The violent wind “Ofim-Ikot-Idombi” was
to be avoided for all outing activities. These were
easily associated with the position and nature of
the cloud. Wine-tapping, an occupation which
needed expert skills and tact involved carpentry
skills for making of ladder and black-smithing
skills for sharpening the chisel, among others. All
these, among many others, were necessarily in
preparation for life and living.

The purpose of traditional technical-veca-
tion education in Akwa Ibom State was, there-
fore, to prepare for adulthood. Consequently func-
tionalism, social responsibility and productivity
were emphasized.

From the foregone, it is evident that in Akwa
Ibom State technical-vocational education can be
grouped into three: agriculture, trade and crafts
and paraprofessionals.

THE PERIOD, 1840-1900

The period 1840 -1900 witnessed not only
the arrival of different missionary societies such
as the United Presbyterian Church of Scotland
and the Wesleyans but also the budding estab-
lishment of churches and schools. There was,
however, no formal emphasis on technical and
vocational education because the missionaries
who were the sole proprietors of the schools em-
phasized reading, religion, arithmetic and writ-
ing. These subjects were most relevant to the
needs of the missionaries, the colonialist admin-
istrators and their trader brothers where the prod-
ucts of the schools served as interpreters, clerks,
evangelists and teachers. This trend set the pat-

tern which the education system in the State was
to follow for the next eighty or more years.

However, the establishment of the Hope
Waddell Training Institute in Calabar in 1895 as a
combined normal, vocational and secondary
school had slight influence among indigenes of
the state owing to the attenuation effect of dis-
tance which to a great extent limited admission
opportunities.

THE PERIOD, 1900 - 1960

Technical and vocational education ex-
panded very slowly in the state. There was little
or no conscious effort to promote this area of
education. However, some trading companies
such as the United Africa Company and John
Holt provided employment for some indigenes
as sales clerks, mechanics and draughtsmen. Such
employments afforded them the opportunities for
on-the-job technical and vocational education in
the company’s workshops. Some of these compa-
nies concentrated along the coastal towns includ-
ing Itu, Ifianyong and Oron.

The Church of Scotland mission played a
front-line role in Akwa Ibom State in the area of
technical-vocational education by establishing the
Boys Vocational School at Ididep and the Girls
Vocational School at Mbak Atai (but later moved
to Ikot Obong) all in Itu Local Government Area.
The focus was the training of the probationary
teachers who were proficient not only with their
heads and hearts but most importantly, capable
of using their hands efficiently, acknowledging
the dignity of human labour. The prime objective
was to promote the teaching of technical and vo-
cational subjects and the local crafts at the pri-
mary school level. The schools were later abol-
ished when they were overtaken by increasing
need to train professional teachers.

THE PERIOD, 1960-1987

This period witnessed a boom in the devel-
opment of the educational sector in Nigeria gen-
erally and in the state in particular. Within these
twenty-seven years many technical and vocational
schools and other related establishments sprang
up in the area. The church gradually lost grips of
the schools. Most of the technical and vocational
schools established during these years were ei-
ther government-owned or community-found.
Private schools were mostly in the commercial
and business-oriented courses such as account-
ing, Shorthand and Typing, among others. Tech-
nical and vocational courses such as auto-me-
chanics, electrical-electronics, metal work; tech-
nical drawing, wood-work initially looked down
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SECTION 8: EDUCATIONAL DEVELOPMENT

Primary Education

Catholic Convent Nursery and Primary School, Ifuho, Ikot Ekpene L.G.A.



Secondary Education

\

Methodist Boys High School, Oron (established in 1905).

Holy Family College, Abak

Regina Coeli College, Esene, Ikot, Abasi, LGA



The Etinan Institute

The Etinan Institute, founded by the Qua Iboe Mission in 1915 has provided primary, second-
ary, technical and teacher's training education at different times.



Union Secondary School, Ibiaku
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Federal Government College, Ikot Ekpene



Vocational Training

Someg

%

Carpentry Department of St. Joseph's Rehabilitation Centre, Ukana Iba,
Essien Udim L.G.A. - one of the four special schools in the state.

Slawd Peters engineering training centre, Etinan.
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Technical Education

Government Technical College at Ikot Ada Idem, Ibiono, Itu L.G.A.

Nigerian Maritime Academy, Oron






