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Absitract
The liberating and domestication functions of education become.
relevant when the felt needs of the people are met. Poverty,
ignorance and ilfiteracy constitute a triangle of enslavement for a
Jarge.rmajority of Nigerians, considering the courntry’s current hteracy
rate{57% in the face of rapid population growth rate of 2.8%. This
paper cofrelates the literacy rate and incorne per capita (which
represents the poverty levell of 217 Africaév rd 19, non-African
countries and establishes a significant posifive vis-a-tis obvious ,,
sociocultural and instructional deficiencies of UBE. It proposes
some radical strategies for a qualitative UBE capable of kick-starting
poverty alleviation programme on a better footing.

introduction and Objective

Ailthough the problem of poverty is universal, its pains and pangs seem to be
worst felt in the developing countries of Africa, Asia and Central America. Attempts
<o saolve the problem of poverty by the various governments and organisations, over
the years, have not always been very successful. Education that seemed in the
past to be the hope of the poor has recently become too elitist, too expensive and
beyond the reach of the poor. Quite often educational ventures have left the poor,
poorer. This is because all hope for employment in government,, business or
politics has always been a mirage, seif-generated employment, a herculean task
that has quite often remained unsolved. Worst if one is a woman as only 14% of
the civil servants in Nigeria are of this sex.

The fear of poverty has driven many people to varicus forms of crime. Many
others have channelled such fears into constructive virtues, purposeful ventures
and creative values. Yet to live above the poverty line, which Anya (1998) puts at
N3,290.00 for an average person or N13,462.00 per months for a family of five,
still requires a life-long struggle.

This seems to be the general plight and the iamentation of the poor. Quite
often poverty alleviation programmes seem to be limited to verbal and documented
commitments with little or nothing to really alleviate the poverty. At other times
such programmes are hijacked by the money-bags. Meaningful actions to address
the root causes of poverty have hardly seen the light of the day.

Fortunately, the present government has adopted the muitiple strategy including
fertility reduction, status improvement for women and awareness programmes to
alleviate poverty (Onwubiko, 1999). ignorance and illiteracy as twin brothers of
poverty must be properiy addressed through education. The Universal Basic Education
{UBE) scheme launched by His Excellency, Chief Olusegun Obasanjo, the President
of the Federal Republic of Nigeria, on 30th September, 1999 is a major strategy
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